
2010 BALLOT TO UPDATE CEDARBROOK CLUB, INC. BY-LAWS
Discussion of Ballot Issues:  March 16th 7:30 Kensington Park Library Meeting Room

All Members Welcome
Directions:

1. Complete ONE ballot per membership (family or single).  Votes counted- May18  Board Meeting
2. Read ballot (below) and vote on the FOUR proposed updates to the by-laws.  
3. By-laws updates that pass will be EFFECTIVE  starting 2011 SEASON
4. Return this ballot (no copies) in the envelope provided. Do NOT put anything else in the ballot envelope. Seal the envelope.  
5. The sealed ballot envelope can be mailed in the same envelope you use to send your 2010 dues form and payment.  The sealed ballot also can be sent separately to Cedarbrook Club P.O. Box 111 Kensington, MD 20895.  Postmark deadline May 1st.
BALLOT 
1. DEPENDENT CHILD AGE CHANGE 
Original by-law states:  Persons in the immediate family living in the household of a member are entitled to the privileges of the Club upon the payment of the fees prescribed in the By-Laws.  Such persons in the immediate family are defined as the husband, wife and dependent children under the age of twenty-one (21).

Proposed change:  Persons in the immediate family living in the household of a member are entitled to the privileges of the Club upon the payment of the fees prescribed in the By-Laws.  Such persons in the immediate family are defined as the husband, wife and dependent children up to age 23 and residing in the member's home.  Dependent child’s age on Memorial Day each year conveys for that entire season.
Rationale:

a. The current age limit (21) is outdated and unnecessarily excludes those dependent children, who because of a late calendar birthday, are "held back" a school year
b. It is extremely common in this demographic for members’ children to be financially dependent through age 23.
c. The IRS classifies a dependent child as one whom does not earn half of their support, lives at home, is a student and is up to 24 years of age.  A compromise of age 23 seems reasonable without seriously impinging the Club’s operating budget.
VOTE #1 - Circle one:  ACCEPT Dependent Child Age Change   /   REJECT Dependent Child Age Change

2. WAIT LIST STATUS FOR ABUTTING PROPERTY
Original by-law states:  n/a

Proposed change:  Homeowners with property lines abutting the Club’s property boundaries can be placed at the top of the Club’s membership wait list upon the homeowner’s application to the wait list.  Homeowners should request the abutting property privilege upon mailing in their wait list fee.  Upon accepting an available membership slot, these homeowners are subject to all other fees, dues, processes and regulations as outlined in the By-Laws.
Rationale:

a. This unwritten policy has been in place for at least a dozen years.

b. Homeowners of adjacent properties are subjected to:

a. Event noise – including early morning & late evening hours

b. Extra street traffic and/or parking congestion - seasonally
c. Construction & maintenance traffic, noise, and/or water drainage
VOTE #2 - Circle one:  ACCEPT Abutting Property   /   REJECT Abutting Property 

See other side to vote on Issues 3 & 4
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3. DUES ADJUSTMENT PROCESS
Original by-law states:  Currently, the annual dues are set within the by-laws.  The only way to change a by-law is through a formal voting process involving the entire membership.  

Proposed change:  The Board can vote no more than once per year to increase each member’s dues up to 2% of the current dues rates.  The proposed budget, including any increases in dues, will presented to members at the Annual Meeting.

Rationale:

a. The Club’s operating budget is based on membership dues.  Costs rise every year.  To maintain the same level of service the Club’s budget must expand.

b. It is unwieldy, time-consuming, and costly to ask the membership to vote to cover standard cost-of-living increases. 

VOTE #3 - Circle one:  ACCEPT Dues Adjustment Process   /   REJECT Dues Adjustment Process 

4. EMERITUS STATUS
Original by-law states:  n/a

Proposed change:  Members who have belonged as a paying member in good standing to Cedarbrook for 40 consecutive years can request to the Board to receive emeritus status upon their 41st year of membership. Patrons with emeritus status cannot vote on any Club policies or issues.  Patrons with emeritus status do not pay membership dues, but must pay all guest and additional service fees.  Emeritus status does not ever convey to any other family members, guests, or care-givers.  
Rationale:  

a. Seniors on fixed incomes who have been loyal members warrant the benefit.

b. Emeritus members do not count as part of the 420 membership limit.  For every membership that transitions to emeritus status, the Club can award membership to a new, full-paying member.

  VOTE #4 - Circle one:  ACCEPT Emeritus Status   /   REJECT Emeritus Status 

Additional Comments:

